

ADOPTED 1/28/14


Introduced by Council Members Crescimbeni & Yarborough:
RESOLUTION 2014-31-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND CONGRATULATING ARLINGTON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ON THE JOYOUS OCCASION OF THE CHURCH’S 125TH ANNIVERSARY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Jacksonville’s history and cultural heritage have always been enriched by an array of historic houses of worship that reflect Jacksonville’s values, growth and diversity; and

WHEREAS,
on March 24, 1889, Martha J. Inskip, the widow of the Reverend John Inskip, a Methodist minister, of Ocean Grove, New Jersey, founded a church in the Eggleston Heights area of Arlington, a church that was the forerunner of what ultimately became the Arlington United Methodist Church; and
WHEREAS,
after wintering in the area for numerous winters in the 1880s, Mrs. Inskip recognized that there was a need for church and proceeded to raise funds from friends in the north to commence the construction of a house of worship, and when completed the residents, many of whom were transplants from Ocean Grove, requested that the new church be named the Inskip Memorial Church; and

WHEREAS,
there were tumultuous times when the church encountered misfortunes and its future often  looked grim: crop failures in brutal winters resulted in residents moving south; dissension surfaced over issues such as changing the church’s name; and
WHEREAS,
as the population of Arlington surged, particularly after the 1953 opening of the Mathews Bridge, the church’s membership increased, new property was purchased, and a new sanctuary, fellowship hall and classrooms were built; and

WHEREAS,
in 1968, with the merger of the Arlington Methodist Church, which the little church had become when rededicated and renamed in 1920, and had been commonly referred to as the Arlington Community Church, with the Evangelical United Brethren Church, a new church entity was named Arlington United Methodist Church; and
WHEREAS,
though the church experienced a decline in membership and attendance in the 1960s and 1970s, the church has remained a center of community religious life with numerous ministries including a day camp for underprivileged youth; and
WHEREAS,
today, Arlington United Methodist Church’s home is the Ashbury Center, consecrated in 1988; the church’s mission continues to focus on being Disciples-in-the-Making and reaching out to share the Good News of God’s love and mercy; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and congratulate Arlington United Methodist Church on the joyous occasion of its 125th Anniversary and extends its best wishes for continued successes to the Pastor, the Reverend Larry Shields, and the church membership in the years ahead.





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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